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Morenci Branch, Morenci. Arizona 85540 • [602] 865-4521

Timothy A. Snider
Manager

Mr. Ralph Haller
Chief, Private Radio Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Haller:

Phelps Dodge operates the largest open pit copper mine in the United
States at its Morenci operation located in southeastern Arizona. Our
operations depend heavily on radio cOl1l1tmicatio'1s in the 150/160 and 450/512
MHz bands, has 34 operating licenses and approximately 1,600 mobile radio
units. It is our understanding that the FCC is proposing significant changes
to radio use and licensing rules in the UHF and VHF bands. The proposed rule
changes involve "spectrum refarming" as identified in PR Docket 92-235.

We understand the Commission's intent in proposing the rule change is to
provide more channels for land mobile services by dividing existing channels
into smaller band widths. In addition, these changes would include
limitations on power output based on HAAT and ERP standards.

These changes would adversely 'affect our existing radio communications
here at Morenci and would result in a clear safety concern for our operations.
Our mining operation is conducted in rugged terrain and our existing radio
communications system has been designed to provide reliable daily work related
communications, including emergency response, if necessary. The proposed rule
changes would limit base station power output severely disrupting the
efficiency of our operation.

We also understand that commercially available communications technology
has yet to be develo.,ped tha~,,).,ould accommodate the proposed rule challges.
Current available technology dictates 6.25 KHz as the narrowest feasible
channel width for all channels in the 150/160 MHz, 450/512 MHz and 800 MHz
portion of the spectrum. It seems inappropriate to issue rules that
state-of-the-art technology cannot accommodate.

Your consideration of our concerns is appreciated.

Very truly yours,

../tAL'0~., J /"V' ~ Nt. of C4IpiIIItC'd _
Timothy R. Snider UIIA Be 0EManager _- _

SCH:mgp


